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Missions of the SCE
� Represent the economic, social, societal 

interests of senior citizens at the Bern 
federal 

� Body of consultation for

− Federal council

− Parliament

− Autorities 
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Foundation of SCE 1st part

� First Seniors Landsgemeinde in August 1999 
in Weesen with some 3’000 participants 
mainly out of  burghers guidance

� Request: establishment of a Council of 
elders by the political authorities
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�October 28, 1999: The delegation composed 
of representatives of trade union and 
social-democratic organizations called for 
the establishment of a commission of elders.
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�Ms Federal Councillor Ruth Dreifuss agrees. 
Condition: The two umbrella organizations 
must be represented

� November 26, 2001 the SCE is founded
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� Protect the dignity, quality of life, autonomy 
of the elderly

� Promoting solidarity between the 
generations

� Elderly involvement on topics relevant to 
them

� Participation in organizations active in the 
elderly policy
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� Health policy not to charge seniors

� Image of seniors in the population

� Integrating elderly to the new communication 
technologies and bridging the digital gap

� Specific needs of elderly migrants
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� Participation in the further development of a 
social security system (AVS Reform 2020)

� Ensure mobility (car, public transportation 
timetables, accessibility)

� International contacts in senior policy 
questions
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Legal structures of the  SCE
� The SCE is a non-profit association pursuant to Art. 

60 and following of  SCC – Swiss Civil Code

� Statutes

� Reglementations

� Committee

� Assembly of Delegates  (AD)
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Constitution of the  SCE  1st part

� Parity organisation of the two founding 
bodies:

� FARES (Federation of Associations of pensioners and of  mutual 

help in Switzerland) of trade unions and 
social-democratic obdedience

� ASA (Swiss Association of Seniors)                
bourgeois obedience
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� Co-chair alternate annually

� 16 delegates of each umbrella organization

� Total 34 members, representing approx. 
200’000 seniors in Switzerland
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Constitution of the  SCE  2nd part



� FARES : approx. 20 members organizations

           100’000 adherents

� ASA : approx. 39 members organisations       
   40’000 adherents
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� The important thing is that the SCE seeks 
and finds a consensus on all important 
issues related to seniors.
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The contract for services 1st part

� The SCE has concluded with the FSIO 
(Federal Social Insurance Office) in 2010 a 
service contract, renewed in 2014 until 2018.

� It guarantees financial support from the 
Confederation to SCE and umbrella 
organizations for costs and administration 
costs
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� Le Contrat demande:

− Contrôle budgétaire rigoureux; Organe financier 
une fois par an à l’OFAS 

− Contrôle régulier de la réalisation des objectifs 
par le SCE et OFAS
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The contract for services   2nd part
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Organization of the SCE

� The SCE has established working groups to: 

- To issue position papers destinies to political 
authorities

- Achieving the goals set in the service contract
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Work groups of the SCE    1st part

� The working groups are composed equally 
of members of FARES and ASA

� Important: Find the consensus in the 
working group
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� The elderly in the society

� Information and communication 
technologies

�Migration and aging

� Social security

� Health
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�Mobility and housing

� Editorial board

� Delegation for Administration et Finance
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Work groups of the SCE    3rd part
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Organization 
of the work groups of the SCE

� 3-7 members per working group (usually 5)

� 4 meetings per year

� Semi-annual reports to the attention of the 
Committee SCE

22

SCE  Info  / 2016



Communication of the SCE

� SCE News

� E-Mail: info@ssr-SCE.ch

� Internet: www.ssr-SCE.ch  

� Intranet
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Workload
Per year

• WG: 4 meetings of approx. 3 hours

• DA : 4 meetings of approx. 3 hours

• Meetings of fraction (ASA): 5 meetings of        . 
approx. 2-2,5 hours

• meetings of fraction (FARES): 4 meetings of        
approx. 2-3 hours

• SCE Committee : 5 meetings
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Commitment
�Goals:

� Make known our concerns to the political 
authorities

� Ensure that it is not about us, but with us!

� All members participating on a voluntary basis
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� Added value:
− Working with a team who have the same goals 

and the same convictions
− Meetings with different personalities from a 

variety of professional environment
− Get to know other parts of the country and other 

philosophies and mentalities
− The danger of "rust" is minimized
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Commitment  1st part



− The activity brings satisfaction despite age
− A rolling stone gathers no moss !
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Commitment  2nd part
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Welcome to SCE
and

Thank you for your 
attention


